
T HE  GR IFF IN  TRU ST
For Excellence In Poetry

Trustees:

Mark Doty

Carolyn Forché

Scott Griffin

Marek Kazmierski

Jo Shapcott

Karen Solie

Ian Williams

David Young

Trustees Emeriti:

Margaret Atwood

Robert Hass

Michael Ondaatje

Robin Robertson

Colm Tóibín

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Poets, Publishers, and Media,

The Coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve and The 
Griffin Trust For Excellence In Poetry, following official 
guidance from the federal Public Health Agency of Canada, 
and Toronto Public Health, has decided to cancel the 2020 
Shortlist Readings scheduled to take place on Monday, June 8, 
and the Awards Evening dinner on Tuesday, June 9.

To date, the judges:  Paula Meehan (Ireland), Kei Miller 
(Jamaica/UK), and Hoa Nguyen (Canada) have been reading a 
total of 572 books, submitted by 208 publishers from 14 
countries, and will be in a position to announce this year’s 
shortlist (4 International, 3 Canadian) on Tuesday, April 7.  
The 2020 Shortlist Announcement will be made via our online 
channels at 9.00 a.m. (ET):

www.griffinpoetryprize.com
www.griffinpoetryprize.com/announcing-2020-shortlist/
www.twitter.com/griffinpoetry
www.facebook.com/griffinpoetryprize

The International and Canadian winners will be announced on
Tuesday, May 19, 2020, through the same media channels. 

The Griffin Trust web site features the work and performances 
from past Griffin Poetry Prize events.
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